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International President Leo W. Gerard has spent his lifetime 
fighting to preserve and create good, safe, union-wage jobs 
for USW members and their families. 

As leader of the largest industrial union in North 
America, Gerard unflinchingly takes on the fight against 
economic injustice and greed even when it means standing 
up to powerful political interests, rich multinational 
corporations and trade-cheating countries like China. 

Since becoming International President in 2001, Gerard 
has focused the USW on strategic contract bargaining while 
fighting unfair trade and building clout through political 
action and international alliances. 

The USW has grown in the United States and Canada 
under Gerard’s leadership through both strategic mergers 
and organizing. In 2005, the USW merged with the Paper, 
Allied-Industrial, Chemical and Energy Workers 
International Union (PACE). With the PACE merger, the 
USW officially became the United Steel, Paper and 
Forestry, Rubber, Manufacturing, Energy, Allied Industrial 
and Service Workers International Union. 

Generally known by its abbreviation, the United 
Steelworkers, or its acronym, USW, it is the dominant 
union in paper, forestry products, steel, aluminum, tire and 
rubber, mining, glass, chemicals, petroleum and other basic 
resource industries. Additionally, the 75-year-old union has 



a growing membership in the health care and service 
sectors. 

In late 2014, the USW and the National Executive 
Council of the Telecommunications Workers Union (TWU) 
signed an historic merger agreement that brought together 
12,000 TWU members with the USW’s 225,000 members 
in Canada.  

In 2016, the Glass, Molders, Pottery, Plastics and Allied 
Workers International Union (GMP) voted overwhelmingly 
to merge with the USW. 

To build bargaining strength, Gerard led the creation of 
worldwide networks of labor unions at multinational 
companies that employ USW members. One of his 
signature achievements was establishing an alliance with 
Unite the Union, the largest labor union in Great Britain and 
Ireland. That partnership resulted in the formation of the 
first trans-Atlantic union, Workers Uniting, which counts 
3.4 million active and retired workers as members.  

In 2012, Gerard participated in the historic founding 
convention of IndustriALL Global Union, a federation that 
includes more than 50 million workers in 140 countries in 
all sectors of the economy. 

To build bargaining strength across international borders, 
Gerard has championed other alliances and global networks 
such as those with Unite; IG Metall, the German 
metalworkers’ union; the Australian Workers’ Union 
(AWU); CFMEU, Australia’s Construction, Forestry, 
Mining and Energy Union; CNM-CUT, the largest 
metalworkers’ union in Brazil; and SNTMMSRM or Los 
Mineros, the National Union of Mine, Metal, Steel and 
Allied Workers of the Republic of Mexico.  



Under Gerard’s direction, the USW has been an 
unwavering advocate for fair trade to halt the flood of 
illegal imports that kills jobs in USW-represented industries 
including rubber, paper, steel and aluminum. Gerard has 
repeatedly stood up to China over its predatory trading 
practices and use of government subsidies to overbuild 
capacity, particularly in steel and aluminum. 

The USW has filed and supported more trade law 
complaints than any other union or any single company. Its 
successes stopped foreign companies from dumping 
illegally subsidized products and saved USW jobs. 

The USW also has stood against a wave of misguided 
“free trade” deals from NAFTA to the defeated proposal for 
the Trans-Pacific Partnership. 

Former President Barack Obama appointed Gerard in 
2013 to serve on the Advanced Manufacturing Partnership 
Steering Committee, charged with finding ways to create 
good jobs and enhance the nation’s competitiveness. 

After the 2016 U.S. election, Gerard pledged to work with 
Republican President Donald Trump to advance the 
interests of USW members. In an open letter to the USW 
membership, Gerard said the union would work with the 
new Trump administration on trade and job creation yet 
“disagree where we must.”  

In 2013, Gerard helped the AFL-CIO chart a new course 
when it decided to embrace all workers and allow for new 
forms of membership, positioning itself as a force for all 
working people. Gerard co-chaired the committee that 
recommended that policy change. 

A co-founder of the BlueGreen Alliance (BGA), the now 
11 year-old labor-environmental partnership, Gerard also 



serves on the boards of the Campaign for America’s Future, 
the Economic Policy Institute and the Elderly Housing 
Development & Operations Corp., as well as serving as a 
member of the labor advisory board at Wayne State 
University in Detroit. He also chairs the advisory board of 
the Centre for Research in Occupational Safety and Health 
(CROSH) at Laurentian University in Sudbury, Ontario. 

The son of a union miner and activist, Gerard learned 
about the labor movement as a young boy at home in 
Sudbury, where nickel mining and related industries 
dominated the economy. 

He would sit on the basement steps of the family’s 
company house listening to union shop steward meetings. 
At age 11, he handed out leaflets on the eve of a strike, and 
at 13 accompanied his father on an organizing drive. 

At 18, after graduating from high school, Gerard went to 
work at an Inco nickel smelter in Sudbury, unclogging 
furnace tuyeres with a sledgehammer. After a few years, he 
decided to attend night school in economics, thinking he 
might eventually like to be a professor. 

He studied economics and political science at Laurentian 
University, where he later received an honorary doctorate of 
laws degree. He has also been awarded honorary degrees 
from Brock University and the University of Guelph in 
Canada. 

In 1977, the union offered Gerard a job doing field work 
from Toronto. It was the first of a series of assignments that 
eventually led to his becoming the union’s International 
President in 2001. 

Gerard served as Director of District 6 in Ontario from 
1986 to 1991, National Director for Canada from 1991 to 



1994, and International Secretary-Treasurer from 1994 to 
2001. 

The International Executive Board appointed Gerard as 
International President on Feb. 28, 2001, to succeed the late 
George Becker, who had retired. That November, Gerard 
was elected by acclamation in union-wide elections. He was 
re-elected without opposition in 2005, 2009 and 2013. 
Gerard married his high school sweetheart and has two 
daughters and two grandchildren.	


